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Saturday [probably January or February, 1827]

My dear Sir

Here is the Book You Have expressed a kind wish to
peruse, it Has Been compiled By two young men from
American newspapers and a few private letters; the more
I think of the contemplated plan, and divesting it of
Self as much as I can, the more sensible I am of its
patriotic and general utility, the grand example given to
the world By-the institutions and practices of the U.S.
is more than three fourths lost for want of Being properly
exhibited.

I am afraid this colder weather does not agree with
you. let me know How You are and believe me
Your affectionate friend

Lafayette

FROM MRS. JAY

New York, 25th Jany., 1827

You know a Lady's Curiosity and have taken an effec-
tual method of making me write to You to enquire what
the Secret is between You and Sir Walter. But I think
I have already guessed it. I am delighted that he should
pay you such a compliment. Not that any thing can make
your Friends here think more highly of you, but because
it shews that he has a proper sense of your merit and may
be useful to You in Europe.

You are really in high life and your lively descriptions
almost make one realize the presence of Princes, Ambas-
sadors, etc. Give my love to Mrs. Cooper and tell her it
would gratify us not a little if she would tell us some-ollect
